Research Methods
Beyond the general strategy and mechanism just suggested for research and demonstrations under JTPA to test the types of program components we have recommended, we have specific recommendations to make about the actual conduct of research and evaluation activities,
The results of our review of YEDPA programs make it obvious that quality in the design and execution of a research project affects th quality of the data and the reliability of any conclusions that are drawn from those data. Poor research designs can make programs look worse than they are, or better than they are, or yield uninterpretab evidence. Poor execution will compromise even the best design.
Random Assignment
Our review of YEDPA research strongly suggests that much more coi have been learned, and more confidence placed in the results, if ranc assignment had more freguently been used. We believe that not only t the feasibility of random assignment in program research been demon-strated, but that in situations in which program resources are scarce and program effectiveness unproven, it is ethical (see Appendix C).
RECOMMENDATION; Future advances in field research on the efficacy of employrnent and training programs will reguire a more conscious commitment to research strategies using random assignment. Randomized experiments should be explicitly authorized äs a device for estimating the effects of new projects, program variations, and program components, Furthermore, funding authorities should back this explicit authorization with firm indications that this is the method of evaluation which is expected.
Implementation Research
The need for measurement of program Implementation in evaluation research is clear. It is äs important in social program evaluation äs is measurement of dose level in evaluating new drugs. Feder al agencies have had substantial experience in eliciting such Information, but thi£ Information has not always been reasonable in quality, judging from oui review of youth employment program evaluations.
RECOMMENDATION t Systematic and verifiable Information on program implementation should be collected in future research. Better and less expensive methods for obtaining and reporting such information need to be developed.

